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REAL ESTATE AID
BUILDSNG NEWS;

Something* Doing for a
Midsummer Vacation
and Holiday Week.

THE DULLNESS IS
RELIEVED BY RENTS

A Few Good Sales Here and
There.Agents Taking Things
Easy Enough.Real Estate.
Exchange Now a Reality.
Secretary Boykin Ready

for Business.

"J will Just trll you. the real es¬

tate situation is a little, pec-illar."
With the above sentence as a kind ot

Introductory, one ot the most promi¬
nent of tho agents unbosomed him-
t-df to m; yesterday, and I guess tno

things he told me size lip the situa¬

tion for the week mucn better than
could all of the news I gathered in

a half-day tramp around the officer,
for with but two or three exceptions
all the agents talked Just like this
one. Continuing, this or.e, and he is
u gocd one, said: 'There is an enor¬

mous bullclng boom on in Richmond.
People who build do not always nave
illall of the money they need for build¬
ing purposes, and 80 ti.ey go out and
torrow.

"All of we agents have good money
to lend or. good realty security. I can

say that there hag been more dcm&r.o
for money for building purposes in the
lost two weeRs, or I might say the
last two months, than ever before In
the history of Richmond This dc-
>nai. i has been especially urgent dur¬
ing this week. 1 have been busy, and
1 am sure every other agent In town

has been busy, malflng loans. You
know there Is a good dr.H of work
connected with tb« making of a real
estate loan. The titles to property
must be examined, the record." must
be hunted up and » whole lot of oth¬
er things must be done, and all of
them take up a lot of time In a week,
when the loan business Is active, as

active as It has undoubtedly been dur¬
ing this week, the agent who has
money to loan has but little time to

loog after anything else.
I.rent rblogs I'ronilhri! fur Fall.

"Then. too. we ate right, ir. the midst
of the renting season, nnd the;e two
t: inKS have diverted the attention of
tr.e real estate agents from sales al¬
most altogether, and It is well enough
that they have, for the real estate
Plungers and the speculators and the
buyers generally are out of town hav¬
ing iheir vacations, and actual buyers
t really few and far between.

"Nevertheless. be they at the
springs or in the mountains or «t tne
seashore, they keep up their Interest
In Richmond properties, arid their let¬
ters of inquiry are frequent and num¬
erous. This fact indicates to me that
we are coming on to the finest fall
business we have ever known.
"By September all Of the rental

l.ustness will be cut of the way and
much of the loaning business will
have been completed, and then look
our for sales, big sales, and a Heap
of them."

Munrt Airnuf In Limelight.
All*" of the above, which, he i; ob¬

served. Is In quotation marks, is .i^.-.e
accurate ar.d to the point, neverthe¬
less there was something doing. If is
a mighty cold day when the average
Richmond real estate agent is not do¬
ing something, and we have not had
any cold days lately. Not less than
twenty-live agents 1 talked with
smiled at me ar.d Eald something like
this: "When I am in the habit of
telling you about big sales and mighty
deals that run away up yonder in the
tens of thousands I don't want >cu to
quota me when I have to cut the flg-
ures down so much Of course, I have
been doing some, business, but the
figures are not Just up to my si.'nd-
ard, and I would rather you would
not quote me this week, this midsum¬
mer, holiday season, dull week. Let
the particulars go by this time."
And yet there has been here and

there some activity Out on fur West
fctuart Avenue, where the Catholics are
building two school houses, there is
active demand for residence property,
and Francis T Qreen. of the tirjn of
Creep * Redd, who controls not a lit¬
tle property out that way, has been
doing much selling for the past two
weeks and more lit- i* reticent as to
detains, but he was kinder forced to
B-irnlt that he sold last week more
than twenty residence lots to people
who are attracted to this new educa¬
tion centre, by the school facilities and
other advantages,

\ Feil Particulars.
Glbbony ft Muckols tell of some

riu-ht nice little sales tney squeezed
Into a dull week, among them 100 feet
of ground on Monument Avenue, at
the corner of Tilden Street: 150 feet
end five houses on West Leigh Street,
In the Scott Addition; a residence on
West Graco Street, some Boulevard
property, some Church Mill property,
end some Brook Avenue properly, all
i'mounting to sornfwhero close to Sä.\-
OuO.
Cover * Smith report the sab; for

Miller &- Rhoads of 121 feet on the.
North side of Broad Street, east of
Hancock, and for the West End Home
Building Fund Association of C36 feet,
cm Mulberry Street, between Cary and
Beverly Streets This Arm, In conjunc¬
tion with II S. Hutzier öi- Co., also sold

West Broad Street for I. II.
Kaufmann. These three .-ales aggregate
something over $96,000.

.i. Thompson Brown Co. made *
few s..Jes during the Week that footed
up enough commissions to make life
worth living, but they say that their
hingest business was In the rental lino
and in the matter of loans.
W. m. Miller * Co. make somewhat of

a similar report, although they tell me
{Continued or. S.ccond Page.)
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ORGANIZATIONS
OF THE FARMERS

Some of Good Things Accom¬
plished in Great Meetings

of Soil Tillers.

BEST OF MEN ARE LEADERS

Big State Meeting This Week!
In Winchester That Will

Do Good.

nv J. M. DELI..
I have just been looking over

the program o! tr,e Virginia. Stutj
Farmers Institute. the ninth an¬
nual eonventlori of which is to
njt held at Winchester, August first
and second, and in connection with this
I feel safe in saying that an organis¬
ation of this sort, along with many
otheis now existing in our old com¬
monwealth arc doing a wonderful
amount of good.
Take for Instance, the membershiplist of those various progressive or¬

ganisation." and upon inquiry you ran
readily ascertain that those farmers
who are the leading spirits, are, in the
majority of case?, very substantial
men. citizens in their own community
who are indeavoring to manage the
up-ilft of any. or all moves which tend
to a betterment of conditions, gener¬
ally.

!t may be heavier crops on a smaller
acreage, better methods of handling
ar.d marketing these crops. lr. fact any
vital subject which may ultimately
lead to more successful results atter.J.
lr.g the efforts of those who cultivate
the land for a living.

l:ducatluuul Features,
In all cities there are numerous as¬

sociations organized with the "dea of
bringing about civic reform In its
best sense, and upon the work of such
bodies often depend certain moves,
v'nich If successfully carried out are
provocations of botii good and last¬
ing results. No city can set along,'without these associations, therefore!
it Is most reasonable to suppose that)the same rule applies, to *vcn a

extent, with regard to country
t ommunttlcs.

In either case there 's an Interchange
of Ideas, plant; are formulated and dis¬
cuss.;! In open meeting where all
members have n chance to express
their views on any given question $o|
the farmer who belongs to an Organl-
zntton, and who takes a real Interest
in Its rulings, must necessar'ly become
a more public spiritual citizen than Ma
neighbor, who only work." for his own
Individual Interests. The same ma.,
be said of city men In like cases

(letting Together,
It has b« n my good fortune to nt-

tend, at different times, various meet¬
ings of the most prominent organ'-
zatlons now operated b) progressive
Virginia farmers, men who mean
business, as the say'ng Is. nnd 1 must
soy that It has always \be.-n a sincere
pleasure to tne to see these same
farmers In "business session." to heir
the good, sound talk on subjects that
stood for the real welfare of the agri¬
cultural Interests of ,.ur old State,
The mere fact of the getting to¬

gether of such a body of men, (farmers
who are anxious to tell their ex-
pcrlencc In the raising and handling
of crops.) was an encouraging sign.

llualnesM Features.
Not only are the subjects of prepar¬

ation, cultivation and handling of all
the various crops discussed, but :it
these "get together" meetings, ther.2 Is
generally some mighty sound talk on
the business end of the question, and
some admirable plans suggested along
the line of showing the farmer bow Id
sell his crops to the est advantage as
well as how to produce them moH
economically.

Prominent Mute Organ Isat Ions.
Among those organisations now weil

established nnd djjftng splendid work
in our State, are She Virginia Rial
Farmer's lnstltute^Stie Virginia Slat

(Continued on Second Page*
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SOUTH HILL TOWN
IN THE LIMELIGHT

Twelve-Year-Old Town That
Shows Up in Very Great

Shape.
BY Mi M CARVER.

South 11111, Va July 27..south
Hill is a town of about twelvo > ears
of ago. located on tiie Southern Kail-
way. ..bout half way between Norfolk
and Danville, being a little more than
one hundred miles from each pi ice.

Sev.-n years ago there was not a
single brick building in in. town.
To-day these brick buildings of vari-
ous kinds are unsurpassed. We have
brick stores, dwelling, storage houses,
sales stables, school, post-office and
bank buildings.

South Hill is one of a few towns
that lias progressed as it has of late
years; that has never had what Is
,-omnionly known as a h*om and set
back, but has grown continuously
from year to year until It bids fair
to be one of thu best towns In South-
side Virginia.

As a healthy place or town it 's
rarely excelled, it has splendid wa¬
ter and some of raie mineral quali¬
ties, within the corporate limits. Be¬
sides tills it is within four :,.,les of
the Ogburn Springs, which Tlas a na¬
tionwide reputation.

It is now installing a system of wa¬
ter works, and. unlike tillered river
water In many places, it is a pure
and clean water pumped from an ar¬
tesian well with a capcity suflleient 10
supply a town many times larger than
South Hill.

It is well lighted with electric
lights, the homes, business bouses
and streets. It has a" garage for the
accommodaitlon of the Tourist, and
there are about twenty-five automo¬
biles owned und operated in the town.

it has people who ire congenial
in both social and business affairs,
and to this spirit we attribute a great
part of its successful career

Here you can tlnd stocks of mer¬chandise In all lines that will com¬
pare favorably with r.tores In much

f<~ ontlnucd or. Second Pjgo.)

ALFALFA GROWING
II OLD VIRGINIA

The Commissioner of Agriculture
Has a Say on the Ail-Absorb¬

ing Subject.
G. YV. Koiner. the Commissioner of,

Agriculture, sent out by mail during
tlic past wool; fifty-five thousand
copies of Bulletin No. 67. This is a

most Interesting bulletin, for In adii-
tiun 10 the usual analyses of fertilizer.,
which the department is reporting Una

bulletin discusses the important sub¬
ject of growing alfalfa, and It sen

forth the fact that 4.000 acres in Vir¬
ginia aro in alfalfa cultivation this
year, which will >ie.d practically 16,-
OiiO tons of alfalfa hay. There are a

few farms In every section of the
Slate that ore beginning to grow this
valuable plant, it is no longer an e"x-

peiinient. txperimont stn'Uons have
shown that ..n acre of good alfalfa
contains fertilizer ingredients that
would cost on the n arkot, In the shape
of fertilizer, at least $65.

This bulletin also gives a number
of experiments which have been made
by the national government in feed¬
ing alfalfa In comparison with other
hay feeds, which shows also that
when corn is fed with alfsJ-fa In the.
right proportions a saving of about
&G per cent, is realized; that is, the
rattlon which Includes alfalfa costs
only 13 cents dally, and the other ra¬
tion, which Includes oats and other
feeds, is IS cents nnd 20 cents per
day.
A valuable article on twig blight in

the orchard is contained In tnis bul¬
letin also, and sine the blight has
lee,i s., widespread in the Stnte this
year, it furnishes some valuable sug¬
gestions oh bow to control this ser¬
ious trouble to the fruit growers.

Hulletin No 68, now In the course of
preparation, will contain a large num¬
ber of valuable articles, -nd will be
the best publication of the season.

TOBACCO FIGURES!
GREAT INDUSTRY

Many Thousand People Make
Their Living in Tobacco Fac¬

tories of the Land.
According lo the records in the cen¬

sus oiliccb of the government, ttte to¬

bacco manufacturing Interest ranks
eleventh among thr Industries ot the
Country. As Virginia and North Caro¬
lina (arms are among the leaders
which furnish the raw material fur
the tobacco factories ot the land, the

aggregate tiguret the factories show
are interesting.
The tobacco factories of tho country

employ 157.'173 persons, of whom 166.-
S1Ö were wage-earners, in the 17,634
establishments; representing an In-
vestment of i:i;.660.464. required
(365,972, 730 for expenses, of which
{03.638,638 went to the government tor

Internal revenue taxed, and turned out

products valued at $ I 4,6'J5.104, ot
which $23fttS09r<l8a was added by man-
ul.-i, ture. according to the announce¬
ment to-day of the director of tilo
ci usus, giving statistics for the thir¬
teenth census.

In average number of wuge-sarners.
the ranking of the ten leading States
are:

Pennsylvania, 33.153. New York. 30.-
019: uhlo. 12,631; Florida, 12.2S0, New
.lersey. 0.166; North Carolina, S.203;
Illinois, S.034. Virginia, Michi¬
gan. 7.S76, and Missouri, 4,453.

In value of products: New York,
$76,661,652; Pennsylvania. $50,161,387;
Norm Carolina, $35,986,639; Missouri.
$30.960,638; Ohio. 907.2fi!>; Virginia,!
$36,386,314; New .lersey, $24,1177,343;!
Illinois. $21.870.252; I'lorlda. $ J 1,575.-
021 Kentucky. $1 S.."57.7S<>.
The vain,- added b> manufacture:

N.w Vo.k. $15,330,116; Pennsylvania,!
$29.447,064; 'North Carolina, $23.170,-,
517; Ohio. $16,832.416; Missouri, $14.-
404.;;-', Virginia, $l4,f96,04l; New
.lersey, 813,391,069; Illinois. Jl 3.267,ä'.iO;
IFIorld«. $12,SS9.763; Kentucky, $10,-
172,2*2. .J

More About the Waldensian
Colony at Yaldese. in the

Carolina Foothills.

HISTORY OF THE COLONY

Success Comes After Many Set¬
backs. Religious Views.
Ways of the People.

ba w. i. i. vi ck
The colony of North Italian general

farmers at VaMOSe, North Carolina,
affords a valuable illustration of how
unimproved land may be successfullybrought under cultivation by small
communities of thrifty Immigrants.
Valdese Is located on the Afhevtlledivision of the Southern Railroad, nearthe towns of Hickory. Morgantou an'1Conelly Springs.

A Waldestan minister, while iravel-
ing t:-.roush the United States in l»93.mot an agent of the Morganton LandImprovement Company, a corporationControlling large tracts of mountainlands in the vicinity Of Valdese. Atthis time all the land where the colonyIs now located was unimproved nndheavily timbered. The minister thoughttills region was particularly adaptedto colonization, especially With peoplefrom his province, who were accus-touted to farming on the mountainlands of Northern Italy. Tentativearrangements were marie with tho landcompany by the minister while- he wasIn this country, on returning to Italylie took the matter up In church con-ferences, and It was decided definitelyto undertake the venture. In May.is.13. the first part of the colony.12families.cum,, over, and in October ofthe same year about 40 mor6 familiesarrived. The colonists paid their wayto New York city, and were furnishedtransportation from that point by theSouthern Hallway Company.Definite arrangements for the pur¬chase of 10.000 acres had been madebefore thoy arrived, at a purchprice of 52.50 per acre, with twentyyears in which to pay. The colonywas started as u corporation, withmembers of the land company alreadymentioned as Officers.

1 airly trials und failures.A seawmlll was Installed by the cor¬
poration for the double purpose ofutilizing all the marketable timber onthe tract and furnishing the colonistswith employment while the lain! wasbeing Improved. At the end of abouttwo years of strenuous existence, ditr-lug which all tho colonists receivedfor 'he labor was a scant living, th*corporation became Insolvent. Afterthis venture and the dissolution of thocolony as a corporal.- enterprise. :i wasdecided to let each colonist set out
on his own responsibility AboOt 2,000
acres of tho best land was selectedand divided among the families who
remained.
There has been no community or¬

ganization in the colony since the
solution of the corporation, but tho
minister Is usually recognised as the
leader. WheH the colonists found
themselves In financial straits after
the corporation's failure, they did hot
seek charily, but the head of eachhousehold selected what land he
thought he was able to pay for andimmediately began to make provision
f..r establishing a home.
The land was wild and extremely

rough topographically, covered !:. some
spats with loose stones, and heavily
forested with timber of first .and secondgrdwth. This land had to be cleared
of trees and loose stones Houses and
bams hnd to he built The .- ilonistshad absolutely nothing when they be¬
gan to clear their Individual farms,
although practically all had brought
money to thin country. In most In-
stances, however, the amounts tversi (Continued on Second J'oge.j

THE NEVER-ENDING '
BUILDING BOOM

Politics in an Exciting
Year Has No Effect on
Richmond Business.

RECORD-BREAKING
BUILDING DOINGS

Twentieth Century Department
Store Being Erected on East
Broad Street.Schmidt's Big
Idea.New Apartment
House to Be Known

as The Lee.

From all over the country there

come cheering reports of busin-.ss con¬

ditions. The gratifying news from all
quarters Is that for the first time, per¬
haps. In the history of the country
i.-.slness Is proving to bo superior to

pdttic?. It is a part ot the history
.if the land that a presidential elec¬
tion year Is a bad business year, lit
fact, there have been times when a na¬

tional election year has been also a

kind of panic year. There, ne.-er was

a time in the history of the country,
with the possible exception of 1860.
when the political situation wj3 mm«
mixed or more uncertain than it is
this year, and yet business looms up
superior to all of this three and four-
party uncertainty.
There 1» no city In the land in which

there Is bone.- and more substantial
proof of this gratifying condition than
In Richmond. Polities may come and
politics may go, politics may get ex¬

citing or polities may get latharglc.
presidential talk may become wild
and congressional campaigning may
become excited, local ORtVrfTiohS as

to who shall be. chosen to run the
kind of city government we are go¬
ing to have, and there may be not t

little excitement ns to what kind ot

pavement shall be laid on Broad
Street (and that's politics, too, It Is
painful to relate), and all these things
are present with us. but nil the same
Richmond's building boom goes right
straight along with no indication
whatever of abatement.

Inspector Heek'» nmik».
An advance glance at the books of

Building Inspector Beck indicates, to

my mind, that this good month of
July will show Wie best building Hg-
ures In th.; history of the c'ty. Tlio
Inspector's report for the month wtU
show permits granted for the building

land rebuilding and repairing of more*
nouses than In any previous month;
that 's. if we estimate by the cost of

[the same. Of course, exact ng'ir,.<
'cannot bo given three cays before the>

clrse of the month, but when th*»
report does come on the first day ot
August, It will show that the fvt

of buildings to be elected, rebuilt,
an.i repaired, for which po'nm.s wero
granted In the montii of Juiy. will bo
lii the neighborhood of $t,50').«00, and
this will be about $300.0'j) more tn.i t

for the corresponding month uf lust
.-ear, and these figures, tilind v.u uri
confined strictly to the city, for
Building Inspector Beck has no OUr
thoiity In .Barton Heights, or Wood¬
land Heights or Forest lilil or winter
Park or Westhampton or Highland
lulii or Batter;. Court ot C-olon'.at .vi-

Jliicti or Westham or a ay of the >it>-
;i glowing and rushing suburb* Au I
to the city tlguies the ou'lil'.'.gs tuir.
arc tetng started in ta suburb.',
which uie i radically Rlcrr.nonl, and
ere long will be. In fact, und tuer>

would be a footing up of more than
$'.',000,000 of permits for one moitttl.

Xct> Department More.
But coming down to a lew parti¬

culars, one of the gratifying sijüuh
Is up on Broad Street, where a twen¬
tieth century department stole Is be¬
ing erected ami ia neanng completion.
It is on what some people li^ve Ueen
In the habit or calling the "wrong
side" of Broad, Nos. .11., Ml. r,lü. 31S
and 220 East Broad, but the north eliTS
Is getting to be very mach the rtSTtt
side. This immense building is bo-
ih3 erected by \y. c. tJohmidt. Tnu
irehitect is w. b. Lee and the btiltde*
is John T. Nuckols.

<'ii account ot iho steel construe-
lion and application of every lat« im-
jpiiivenieni in stoic building, ibis wili
represent th. lust word In stole plan¬
ning. No expense bus been spared to
make the building absolute!) safe
fr'orii Hie risk and the tenants will
save fully $3,000 to $4,uuo yearly in
fire Insurance premiums alone.
The store is a tottr-StOl'y building,

with frontage eighty-nine feet, and
with the basement salesrooms, will
have available rloorspace ol ;'..",.ooo
square feet.

Something Nevt lu Window*.
A new Idea is tilt pi :i ol nuviiig

the building set buck iidnt iho street
lino, so as to secure an unobstructed,
continuous WltKluw dlsplaj iti, entire
length of the store front, 'lite show
windows .seem to project like oho
great showcase, giving tin best Pos¬
sible display to the merchandise whicti
may be arranged in them.
The base is of polished verde an¬

tique marble, whirl! material ..|ao
frames the two doors. The canopy or
ornamental copper caps the windows,
and above this there are prismatic
transom lights, assuring plenty of
light for the first floor salesrooms.
The main cornice and pilasters of the
first floor are of glazed terra, cottu.

The. upper stories are of artistic
huff-eoloivd Devonshire standard and
Norman shape brick, set off with ter¬
ra cotta. The upper story. wfridowa
[extend the entire helght'of, each aec-
Itlon. from floor to celling, with prls-
math transom lights. Trie enure
building vtli hnvovan abundKnce ot
light.
Betw.u the Btdrfes there are. orna¬

mental copper panels. Near tho top
these are set off With ertiheillshmentu
of terra cotta and fancy brick work,

' (Continued on fe'efond Pago.)
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